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THE FINE PRINT
Editorial Policy: Unless marked “Not for Publication” all correspondence is
considered fair game for the newsletter. Typed, disc, or email submissions are
preferred. Submissions may be edited for length and/or grammar. If an author
isn’t specified, the editor wrote the article.
Copyright: Permission is granted to other Mensa publications to reprint
material not otherwise copyrighted by an individual author. If you reprint
something from the Muse, please send a copy of the reprint for distribution to
the author.
Submissions: Any original artwork, poems, stories, articles, puzzles, and other
items are VERY welcome. The best way to submit anything to the newsletter is
to send it by email to editor@boulder.us.mensa.org.. If you need a reply, ask
the editor. Be aware that the submission deadline is the 20th of the month. If
you have time-sensitive material, send it in on time to be included in the next
Muse.
Reprints: If you would like to see something reprinted in the Muse from
another source, get permission from the original publisher or author and include
it with the submission.
Deadline for the Muse is the 20th of each month. Submissions by email to:
bldrmnews@gmail.com
Subscriptions: Subscriptions to the Muse are available by sending a check for
$10 to our treasurer, payable to Boulder/Front Range Mensa.
Web Site: Our web site is: http://www.bouldermensa.org
Webmaster: Chris Wade – webmaster@boulder.us.mensa.org
Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_129068720500475

December is Bingo Month and Write a Friend Month
Have a great month from The Muse!
Holidays provided by www.holidayinsights.com
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December RVC Column
RVC Rich Olcott

Ah, December, all that election to-do is done with and we can get on
with being sane and having a life. Well, except for in Mensa. Many of
our Local Groups have Nomination Committees now seeking candidates
for next year’s officer positions. If they come to you, please say, “Yes.”
The more you put into Mensa, the more you’ll get out of it – fun,
growth, and the satisfaction of a job well done.
American Mensa is looking for candidates, too, but there’s no
NomComm. Instead we now use the petition system. Any member of
American Mensa can apply to be a candidate for any of the elective
positions. If you’ve got Internet connectivity, the good news is that the
2019 petition and election process has been moved online. If you don’t
have access to the Internet, that’s also the bad news – you can obtain
paper copies from the National Office but. The whole procedure is laid
out online at us.mensa.org/lead/amc/elections/2019-board-election/.
Links to the forms are there, too, and they can be filled in and returned
electronically.
Except for the Candidate Signatures Petition form. People actually
have to put ink to paper for that one – 100 signatures if you’re running
for RVC, 250 if you’re running for any of the other offices. But even the
petitions can be downloaded, signed, scanned and uploaded, or mailed
in if that’s what works better for you.
Start with the Candidate Checklist, a nicely constructed step-by-step
roadmap that tells you what needs to be done by when. I’ll be happy to
answer any questions you might have and give you whatever help you
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need along the way, especially if you’re in a paper-only situation. Heck,
I’ll even sign your petition – Greg and I each signed the other’s when we
ran against each other two years ago.
Quick report on the October AMC tele-meeting. Discussion was spirited
but civil as we worked through several issues. Your 2019 ballot will
include several proposed amendments to the Bylaws. Probably the
most important was produced by the Event Safety Task Force. It
clarifies what had been an ambiguous and clunky process to address
problems created by Mensans who don’t behave well. Consider it
closely when you vote (online or on paper) in April.
And have a great holiday season before we hunker down for Winter.
~~ Rich
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DECEMBER’S CALENDAR OF
EVENTS!
DECEMBER’S DINNER!

Monday, December 17th
At

2347 Clover Basin Dr., Longmont, CO 80503
“Authentic Nepali & Indian Cuisine. . . our team takes pride
in the fact that we can provide our new and loyal customers
with great tasting healthy and authentic food from the far
East.” https://gurkhasrestaurant.com/
Seating begins at 6 and dinner begins at 6:30. Don’t forget
to prep your brains for a chance to become the
Boulder/Front Range Mensa Exalted Skald!
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DECEMBER’S PUZZLE!
What letter should appear next in this sequence?
A Z C X F U J Q O ?

NOVEMBER’S PUZZLE ANSWER!
What number is missing in this sequence?
2 3 6 9 18 27 ? 81
Answer: 54. Alternate between multiplying by 1.5 and multiplying
by 2.
From the Mensa UK website, http://www.mensa.org.uk/
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PHOTOS FROM DUSHANBE TEAHOUSE!

Chris C. asks the Skald questions

Bruce R. and Dave O. strike a pose
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Dalin G. and Jim S. enjoy the evening

Jon S. and Dagmar R. smile for the camera

Chris C. crowns the new Skald, Dagmar!
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Membership Happenings!

Joining or Rejoining Us
Rachel Bayles, Kenneth Gill III, Matthew Kijowski, Kenneth
Riggins, William Schleb, Steven Snyder, Marilee Snyder,
Allen Stenger, Elizabeth Banner, Michael McKeever,
Jennifer Roush
December’s Mensaversaries:
2-9 Years
Lynda Bryson, Matthew Kijowski, Karen Stewart
10-19 Years
Janeen Jahn, Douglas Kraus
20+ Years
Michael Kearney, Judith Rhoads, Martha Hyder, Robert
Mole, Bruce Lovell
Happy December Birthday wishes to:
Scott Menard, Mark Olson, Michael Schlachter, R Mercedes
Lindenoak, Thai Sheridan, Ada Palles, Anthony Zidell, Bob
Askey, Bryan Kinderman

13

From the Editor
2018 was a year for genealogy in our household.
Spouse’s aunt and uncle celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary
with a family gathering in Colorado Springs. My in-laws have a
tidy family tree. Members married, had children and stayed
together. Our two kids learned about different levels of cousin. It
required an internet search to determine what a family member
“once-removed” was.
My grandmother, Ms. Ottie, had her 87th birthday party at a cabin
in a Louisiana swamp. The location reflected the muddy family
ties. Ottie remarried years after my biological grandfather passed
away. She and her second husband have “his-and-hers” sets of
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. (Another twist:
my mother’s two sisters – one her identical twin – married a pair of
brothers.) I quickly ran out of terms for kinspeople.
It was pleasant to see distant family and visit. As a bonus, giving a
short genealogy when meeting someone gave me “elevator speech”
practice.
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Mensa Muse

1229 Corporate Dr. West
Arlington, TX 76006-6103
Mensa is an international society whose sole requirement for
qualification for membership is a score at or above the 98th percentile on
any of a number of standardized tests.
Mensa’s main purpose is to serve as a means of communication and
assembly for its members.
All opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the authors, not
necessarily the Editor or officers of Mensa. Mensa as an organization
has no opinions. Send address changes to:
American Mensa, Ltd.
1229 Corporate Drive West
Arlington, TX 76006-6103
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